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Honorable Allen W. Dulles 
Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington 2 5>, D. C, 

Dear Allen i 


As we have previously advised your office, the Supreme 
Court, on March 23, ordered that the case of Rudolf Ivano- 
vich Abel v. ignited States be set down for re argument on 
October 12, 195$. A copy of the Court’s order Is enclosed. 

Following the Court’s order, which sets the case over 
to the fall and makes a decision unlikely until the end of 
the year, we considered requesting the Solicitor General 
to authorize the filing by the Government of a motion to 
expedite disposition of the case. However, the normal 
minimum time for briefing allowed to each side is thirty 
days for each which would, in any event, have carried the 
case over into early June when the Court normally does not 
hear oral arguments. To secure an exception we would be 
called upon to make a very strong showing of necessity. 

Even then, in view of the critical and perhaps far-reaching 
effect that the decision might have on Immigration pro- 
cedures, a decision would be unlikely before the fall of 
the year. 


In view of these considerations I think we have no 
alternative but to follow the normal procedure which will 
entail the filing of briefs this summer, although I appre- 
ciate bhe very serious problems which such a lengthy delay 
creates for your Agency, Ae you know,| Hwould 

be an absolutely essential witness to any possible retrial 
of Abel on espionage charges. In the event of a reversal of 
his conviction by the Supreme Court. It was, of course, with 
this In mind and on this understanding that your Agency has 
undertaken, since before the trial commenced, to insure. 


insofar as reasonably practicable. 


continued 


pQJ Review Completed] 
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« Cahill tv to testify In connection with these proceedings, 
availability to testily the successful 

Thia Departmentisindeedappt’eciativ ^ en by 

though very difficult efi or obv i ou8 importance to the 
your personnel. In the Soviet Union 

country of preventing Abel* t ^ortant that we 
th. near future moot import^ ^ 

remain in a position o -?« reaulred by the eventual 

o^t ^- A 

*.f ffSnS gra? Cdone^th a ,i.« to ».lnt.inlng 
" fl2fl2 ^ CfiS- ^ - | C ©ntinued availability to testify. 


Kindest personal regards, 


WILLIAM F, TOMPKINS 
Special Assistant 
to the Attorney General 
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0 Xonday, Marob 23, 1959 

? 

I 

263 ABEL VS. tmiTSD 3TATBS 

It is ordered that this a* *• be set for re -argument 
©n October 12, 1959 P t t the head ©f the calender fox* that 
data. Upon re argument counsel are requested to discuss 
la their further briefs and oral arguments, in addition 
to other Issues, th© following questions: 

1. Whether under the lavra and Constitution of 
the DM ted. States (a) the administrative warrant 
of the ®«w York Acting District Director of the 
Immigration and. Naturalisation Service wa* validly 
i»au*d r (b) such administrative warrant constitut- 
ed a valid basis jfte 1 arresting petitioner or 
taking him into custody, and (c) such warrant 
furnished a valid baa la f«sr the searches and 
ceisurea affecting hie person, luggage and the 
r©«» occupied by hi* at the Hotel Latham. 

2. Whether, independently of such administra- 
tive warrant, petitioner's arreat, and th® 
searches and set sure* affecting his person, 
l u €«®g® , and th® rocm occupied by Mm at the 
Hotel Latham, were valid under the lews and 
Constitution ©f this United States. 

3- Whether or the record before us the issue* 
involved in Quest ion* *l<b)," and *2" 

are preperly be for® th© Court. 

re argument etch aide will be allowed cm® and one- 
half hoetra for oral argument. 
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